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Zoning Code Modernization



Zoning Code

 The General Plan sets 
overarching policy to balance 
conservation, development and 
land use.

 The Zoning Code applies these 
policies on a parcel-specific 
scale, regulating land uses, site 
planning, and design.
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Current Zoning Code

Facts:
 Over 550 pages long
 Has never been 

comprehensively overhauled 
or reformatted

 Lacks standard visual aids 
and document structure

 Often requires staff 
assistance to determine 
basic zoning information

Feedback from public and staff:
 Not user friendly
 Challenging to understand

 Difficult to identify relevant 
regulations

 Terminology is outdated



Background

 2018-2020 Draft code was developed, staff tested 
through daily use, public webpage launched, draft 
code presented to local code users

 May 30, 2019 Project introduced at Planning 
Agency meeting

 September 17, 2020 Planning Commission 
recommends adoption of Draft Code



Phasing

The Zoning Code is being updated through phases:
 2018-2020:

 Phase 1. Reorganize and reformat to improve usability 
 Phase 2. Maintain consistency with state and federal 

law

 2021-2022:
 Phase 3. Address substantive issues like process 

improvements and General Plan implementation 
(Future)



Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
2018-2020 2018-2020 2021-2022

 Consolidate zoning district articles into logical 
categories (commercial, residential, etc.)
 Land Use Tables
 Development Standards Tables
 Unique Use Standards

 Improve navigation with cross-referencing
 Reduce redundancy
 No substantive policy changes



Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
2018-2020 2018-2020 2021-2022

 Update code to maintain consistency with state and 
federal law
 Large family daycare (now permitted as residential 

use)
 Manufactured homes (now treated as any other single 

family dwelling)



Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
2018-2020 2018-2020 2021-2022

May include:
 Permit streamlining and maintenance
 Process improvements
 General Plan implementation
 Reformatting

 Grant funding was secured
 Anticipated completion 2021/2022



Permitted / Conditional Land Uses

Existing Text Format Proposed Tables



Development Standards

Existing Text Format Proposed Tables



Use Regulations



Recommendation

Approve a Resolution and adopt 
an Ordinance to update Sonoma 
County Municipal Code Chapter 
26 to 
- Introduce land use and development 
tables to improve clarity on existing 
zoning regulations (Phase 1)
- Modify standards for Large Family 
Daycares and Manufactured Homes to 
maintain consistency with state law
(Phase 2)
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