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"HOW-TO" GUIDE AND INFORMATIONAL HANDOUT TO 
EXCEPTION TO STANDARDS APPLICATION

FIR-019 

PURPOSE: Use this Informational Handout when preparing to submit an Exception to Standards 
Request. It serves as a “How-to Guide” for the applicant and provides the required information needed 
to complete and submit the Exception to Standards Application. The County’s workflow process, from 
submission to completion, Code, and Definitions are included to provide a better understanding of the 
requirements when applying.

HOW TO COMPLETE AND SUBMIT AN EXCEPTION TO STANDARDS APPLICATION 

A. Identify the environmental impact.

B. Note which sections are being requested for exception.

C. Include an explanation why the standard cannot be done.

D. Include the proposed exception.

E. Submit a site map along with the Exception to Standards Application.

F. Call (707) 565-2361 or email fireprevention@sonomacounty.gov to contact the Sonoma County

Fire Prevention Division and schedule a site meeting to discuss request.

G. Open a Fire Site/Safety Review (FSR) record for tracking.

CODE 

Upon request by the applicant, an Exception to Standards within this subchapter may be allowed by the 
inspection entity in accordance with 14 CCR § 1270.06 (Inspections) where the exceptions provide the 
same practical effect as these regulations towards providing defensible space. Exceptions granted by the 
local jurisdiction listed in 14 CCR § 1270.06, shall be made on a case-by-case basis only. Exceptions 
granted by the local jurisdiction listed in 14 CCR § 1270.06 shall be forwarded to the appropriate CAL 
FIRE unit headquarters that administers State Responsibility Area (SRA) fire protection in that local 
jurisdiction, or the county in which the local jurisdiction is located and shall be retained on file at the 
unit office. 

A. Requests for an Exception to Standards shall be made in writing to the local jurisdiction listed in
14 CCR § 1270.06 by the applicant or the applicant's authorized representative.

1. At a minimum, the request shall state the specific section(s) for which an exception is
requested; material facts supporting the contention of the applicant; the details of the
exception proposed; and a map showing the proposed location and siting of the exception.
Local jurisdictions listed in § 1270.06 (Inspections) may establish additional procedures or
requirements for exception requests.
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B. Where an Exception to Standards is not granted by the inspection entity, the applicant may
appeal such denial to the local jurisdiction. The local jurisdiction may establish or utilize an
appeal process consistent with existing local building or planning department appeal processes.

C. Before the local jurisdiction makes a determination on an appeal, the inspector shall be
consulted and shall provide to that local jurisdiction documentation outlining the effects of the
requested Exception on Wildfire Protection.

D. If an appeal is granted, the local jurisdiction shall make findings that the decision meets the
intent of providing defensible space consistent with these regulations. Such findings shall
include a Statement of Reasons for the decision. A written copy of these findings shall be
provided to the CAL FIRE Unit Headquarters that administers SRA fire protection in that local
jurisdiction.

DEFINITIONS 

Same Practical Effect: As used in this subchapter, means an exception or alternative with the capability 
of applying accepted wildland fire suppression strategies and tactics, and provisions for fire fighter 
safety, including: 

A. Access for emergency wildland fire equipment,

B. Safe civilian evacuation,

C. Signing that avoids delays in emergency equipment response,

D. Available and accessible water to effectively attack wildfire or defend a structure from
wildfire and,

Fuel modification sufficient for civilian and fire fighter safety.E. 

Defensible Space: The area within the perimeter of a parcel, development, neighborhood or community 
where basic wildland fire protection practices and measures are implemented, providing the key point 
of defense from an approaching wildfire or defense against encroaching wildfires or escaping structure 
fires. The perimeter as used in this regulation is the area encompassing the parcel or parcels proposed 
for construction and/or development, excluding the physical structure itself. The area is characterized 
by the establishment and maintenance of emergency vehicle access, emergency water reserves, road 
names and building identification, and fuel modification measures. 

Hazardous Land Use: A land use that presents a significantly elevated potential for the ignition, 
prolonged duration, or increased intensity of a wildfire due to the presence of flammable materials, 
liquids, or gasses, or other features that initiate or sustain combustion. Such uses are determined by the 
local jurisdiction and may include, but are not limited to, power-generation and distribution facilities; 
wood processing or storage sites; flammable gas or liquids processing or storage sites; or shooting 
ranges. 
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EXCEPTION TO STANDARDS WORKFLOW PROCESS FROM SUBMISSION TO COMPLETION 

A. Online Application Submittal with Correct Documents
1. Applicants will fill out required application and apply for review with a permit online, Fire

Site/Safety Review permit.
2. Link to online permit: https://aca-prod.accela.com/SONOMACO/Default.aspx

B. First Review
1. County Fire Prevention schedules a site visit with the project’s Local Fire Agency to complete

the first review and make comments.

C. Second Review
1. County Fire Prevention schedules a site visit with CAL FIRE to complete the second review

and make comments.

D. Third Review
1. Public notice is posted on Sonoma County Fire Prevention Division’s webpage:

a. https://permitsonoma.gov/divisions/firepreventionandhazmat
2. Posting remains open for 10-days to allow for public comment.
3. Public noticing period closes after the 10th day.
4. Status of review is posted on Sonoma County Fire Prevention Division’s webpage.

E. Fourth Review
1. County Fire Prevention schedules a site visit to meet with the Applicant.
2. Recommendations are made for Approval or Denial for an Exception to Standards.

F. Fifth Review
1. Submit the completed Exception to Standards Application to Project File and appropriate

governing body with jurisdiction.
a. CalFire
b. Local Board of Approvals
c. Others as required

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON FIRE SAFETY, FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY ZONES, AND FIRE CODE 

Link to Fire Safety in Rural Sonoma County: 
https://sonoma.courts.ca.gov/system/files/grand-jury/fire-safety-rural-roads.pdf 

Link to County of Sonoma - Fire Hazard Severity Zone Viewer:
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/572b187fa97e4153a8e1b8347c5e3687/page/Page?
views=Map-Layers#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-19590664871-layer-3%3A2675 

https://aca-prod.accela.com/SONOMACO/Default.aspx
https://permitsonoma.gov/divisions/firepreventionandhazmat
https://sonoma.courts.ca.gov/system/files/grand-jury/fire-safety-rural-roads.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/572b187fa97e4153a8e1b8347c5e3687/page/Page?views=Map-Layers#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-19590664871-layer-3%3A2675
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/572b187fa97e4153a8e1b8347c5e3687/page/Page?views=Map-Layers#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-19590664871-layer-3%3A2675
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Link to California Code of Regulations: 
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I4530ACB 
05B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextDat 
a=(sc.Default) 

Upon request by the applicant, an Exception to standards within this Subchapter may be 
allowed by the Inspection entity in accordance with 14 CCR § 1270.06 (Inspections) where the 
Exceptions provide the Same Practical Effect as these regulations towards providing Defensible 
Space. Exceptions granted by the Local jurisdiction listed in 14 CCR § 1270.06, shall be made on 
a case-by-case basis only. Exceptions granted by the Local jurisdiction listed in 14 CCR § 1270.06 
shall be forwarded to the appropriate CAL FIRE unit headquarters that administers SRA fire 
protection in that Local jurisdiction, or the county in which the Local jurisdiction is located and 
shall be retained on file at the Unit Office. 

This process was established for development in the State Responsibility Area (SRA) and Local 
Responsibility Area (LRA) Very High Fire Severity Zone (VHFSZ). 

PUBLIC RECORDS REQUEST 

Email Sonoma County Fire Prevention to submit request. Include Project File number, Address, 
and Parcel Number. 
fireprevention@sonomacounty.gov 

AUTHORITY 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I4530ACB05B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I4530ACB05B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Browse/Home/California/CaliforniaCodeofRegulations?guid=I4530ACB05B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/572b187fa97e4153a8e1b8347c5e3687/page/Page?views=Map-Layers#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-19590664871-layer-3%3A2675
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/572b187fa97e4153a8e1b8347c5e3687/page/Page?views=Map-Layers#data_s=id%3AdataSource_1-19590664871-layer-3%3A2675
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