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Zoning Permits for Crop Swap applications in Diverse Agriculture (DA), Land Extensive Agriculture 
(LEA), Land Intensive Agriculture (LIA) and Resources and Rural Development (RRD) zones are 
processed by Permit Sonoma. Please note that zoning permits are for crop swaps only; all cannabis 
cultivation that does not qualify for a crop swap (see below) will require a use permit.  

 
PURPOSE: This handout provides a checklist for applicants indicating all the requirements for a complete 
application for a crop swap zoning permit.   
 
ATTENTION: An annual Cannabis Business License is required for all cannabis operations.  
 
ZONING PERMIT PROCEDURE: After an application is accepted and the initial fee deposit is paid, the 
application will be assigned to a project planner. The assigned planner will review the application for 
completeness and if more information is necessary, the planner will send an incomplete letter within 30 
days (however, a request for more information may be sent at any time if it is necessary to verify that the 
application meets ordinance requirements). During completeness review, the application will be sent to 
the Northwest Information Center and tribal governments for review of cultural, historic, and tribal
cultural resources (see Item 4 below, for additional details). The planner will determine if the proposed 
project meets all criteria listed in the ordinance. Once compliance is verified, the planner will issue a
zoning permit approval letter and approve the project administratively.  
 
CROP SWAP: A Crop Swap is defined in Sec. 26-18-125(C)(4)(h) as the following: the replacement of active 
cultivation of perennial crops (e.g., vineyards or orchard), row crops (e.g., vegetables or flowers), or other 
crops (e.g., hay) which are plowed, seeded, and harvested annually, with outdoor cannabis cultivation or 
the reuse of an existing nonresidential structure for an accessory cannabis use or indoor or mixed light 
cannabis cultivation, involving no or negligible expansion of use. Grazing land which is not plowed, seeded, 
and harvested annually does not qualify. 
 
Eligibility for a crop swap requires a minimum of five consecutive years of active cultivation of an 
agricultural crop immediately preceding the crop swap application. To allow for the reuse of an existing 
permanent nonresidential structure, a bona fide onsite outdoor agricultural use must exist on the parcel. 
If an application does not meet the crop swap requirements outlined in Sec. 26-18-125(C)(h), the 
application will be denied. If a crop swap application is denied, an applicant may apply for a Use Permit to 
authorize cannabis cultivation at the same premises or property.   
 
REQUIRED APPLICATION MATERIALS:  
Applications for cannabis uses must be submitted electronically via email.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
CANNABIS CULTIVATION ZONING PERMIT                                                             PJR-421 
CROP SWAP - APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
 

 

 

https://permitsonoma.org/divisions/planning/electronicplanningapplications#via-email
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A complete application must include all of the following: 
 

1. ☐  Planning Application. (PJR-001) Signed by the applicant and all property owners. If the 
owner or applicant is a corporation, documents identifying the officers of the corporation 
must also be submitted. 

ATTENTION: A property owner will be held responsible, along with a cannabis operator, for 
any unpaid charges incurred by an operator associated with commercial cannabis activities 
located on the property, regardless of whether the property owner and operator contract 
otherwise. Such charges include abatement costs and civil penalties for code violations (and 
responsibility for abating violations), cannabis business taxes, and penalties, interest, and fees 
for non-payment of cannabis business taxes. In addition to any other remedies available 
under the law to collect an unpaid amount required to be paid to the County, the County may 
record on the property a certificate of lien for taxes and associated penalties, interest, and 
fees, or an abatement lien for abatements costs associated with a code violation. For more 
information see SCC Sec. 1-7 et seq. (Enforcement) and Chapter 35 (Cannabis Business Tax 
Ordinance). 

2. ☐  Indemnification Agreement. (PJR-011) Signed by the applicant and property owner.  

3. ☐ Proposal Statement. A detailed written description of the current and proposed uses of 
the property following the outline below. A thorough and quantified project description is 
required for a complete application and will facilitate the permit process.  

a. Description of the Property and Existing uses on site  

☐  Describe any existing uses, including but not limited to agricultural, commercial, and 
residential uses.  

☐  Provide proof of Active Cultivation. Eligibility for a crop swap requires a minimum of 
five years of active cultivation of a crop immediately preceding the crop swap application. 
Evidence demonstrating active cultivation could include, but is not limited to the 
following: a Vineyard and Orchard Site Development (VESCO) permit issued by the 
Agricultural Commissioner, seed invoices, third party labor agreements, aerial 
photographs, land management contracts, an Operator Identification Number or 
Restricted Materials Permit issued by the Agricultural Commissioner for pesticide use and 
reporting, a Certified Producer Certificate for the direct marketing of agricultural products 
California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) Organic Registration for an 
agricultural operation, or an IRS Schedule F (Form 1040) documenting profit or loss from 
farming or sales records. 

☐  List all existing structures and uses of these structures. 

☐  Is the project subject to a Land Conservation (Williamson) Act Contract?  If so, provide 
a copy of the contract and the Landowners Statement of Compliance Form PJR-049. 

☐  What is the Wildfire Fire Hazard Severity Zone of the property? This information can 
be found on the Cannabis Site Evaluation map viewer, under the Fire layer list. In the Very 
High Fire Hazard Severity Zones in both the Local and State Responsibility Areas (LRA & 
SRA), cannabis uses are limited to outdoor cultivation and accessory processing only, 
consistent with Mitigation Measure 3.17-1a. 

☐  Within 1,000 ft of the proposed cannabis uses, identify the size and proximity of any 
wetlands, creeks or riparian areas, trees or woodland areas.  

https://permitsonoma.org/Microsites/Permit%20Sonoma/Documents/Instructions%20and%20Forms/_PJR%20Project%20Review/PJR-001-Planning-Application.pdf
https://permitsonoma.org/Microsites/Permit%20Sonoma/Documents/Instructions%20and%20Forms/_PJR%20Project%20Review/PJR-011-Indemnification-Agreement.pdf
https://permitsonoma.org/Microsites/Permit%20Sonoma/Documents/Instructions%20and%20Forms/_PJR%20Project%20Review/PJR-049-Landowners-Statement-of-Compliance-with-the-Williamson-Act.pdf
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b. Description of the Proposed Cannabis Use. Specifically detail how the operation meets 
all of the Standards in SCC Sec. 26-18-125 of the Sonoma County Code including, but not 
limited to, the following information:  

☐ Describe the types of cultivation (indoor, outdoor, mixed light, wholesale nursery), and 
square footage of each type. For crop swap applications, the physical cultivation footprint 
cannot be expanded beyond the actively cultivated land area being replaced. Outdoor 
cultivation may employ new temporary membrane covered frame structures (i.e., hoop 
houses), but no new permanent hoop houses.  

☐ Describe proposed accessory uses (e.g., propagation of vegetative materials, research 
and development, processing, manufacturing, packaging and labeling, self-transport, 
farm retail) and where such uses would be located. 

☐ Identify structures to be used in the operation. For the reuse of an existing non-
residential structure, the structure cannot be expanded beyond the existing footprint.  

☐ Does anything need to be legalized? (Note: In addition to legalization of unpermitted 
work, existing structures may require an occupancy change and upgrades for commercial 
use: e.g.: fire sprinklers, odor control, ADA requirements, etc.) 

☐ Odor Control. Describe the odor control measures to be used for any structures 
containing cannabis. A structure containing cannabis must be equipped with a filtration 
and ventilation system to control odors, humidity, and mold, except for structures 
containing only prepackaged cannabis products. The air filtration system shall be 
sufficient to prevent internal odors from being emitted externally and must rely on 
activated carbon filtration, negative ion generation, ozone generation, or other odor 
control mechanisms demonstrated to achieve the same odor reductions so that odors are 
not detectable outside the structure, consistent with Mitigation Measure 3.3-4a.  

☐ Confirm that no grading or deep ripping is proposed. Grading which requires a permit 
under Chapter 11 or Chapter 36, the use of gravel or similar products for the creation of 
new hard packed surfaces, and deep ripping during crop removal are prohibited (see SCC 
Sec. 26-18-125).  

☐ Water Source. The on-site water supply must be adequate to support the new use as 
demonstrated by consistency with the following for each water source proposed. Trucked 
water is prohibited and is only allowed in the event of an emergency.  

☐ Municipal Water or Recycled Water. Municipal water and municipal recycled 
water require proof of availability.  

☐ Surface Water. Riparian rights cannot be used as irrigation for cannabis 
cultivation. A surface water diversion to storage tanks or an existing reservoir 
requires an appropriative water right and a Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) 
Agreement issued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). 
Proof of an LSA Agreement must be submitted with your application. A maximum 
of 100,000 gallons of new tank storage is allowed.  

☐ Rainwater & Sheet Flow. A rainwater catchment system or an existing 
reservoir that collects sheet flow, requires a water supply assessment prepared 
by a qualified professional. A maximum of 100,000 gallons of new tank storage is 
allowed. 

☐ Groundwater Well. A study prepared by a qualified professional must be 
submitted to demonstrate no net increase in groundwater use for all agricultural 
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operations on the parcel. Net zero must be achieved both annually and during 
the dry season (May 1 – October 31).  

☐ Indicate whether new tank storage is proposed. 

☐  Energy Use. Electrical power used for a cultivation site must be provided by on-grid 
power with 100% renewable source or on-site zero renewable energy generation, or a 
combination of the two. 

☐  Stormwater Management Plan (Best Management Practices for Cannabis Cultivation). 
Please describe how the proposed project will comply with the BMPs.  

☐  Number of Employees. For Crop Swap applications, additional employees are limited 
to two, see supplemental application attached. Total additional trip generation is limited 
to 10 average daily trips. Include the total number of existing employees (year-round and 
seasonal) used for the current crop cultivation and any additional employees (year-round 
and seasonal) proposed by this application. The attached supplemental application is to 
be submitted with the application packet.  

☐ Lighting Information. Type and location of all new exterior lighting. If applicable, 
describe methods to contain interior light within a structure. All operations must comply 
with lighting and glare standards included in Mitigation Measure 3.1-4b. Information as 
to how new lighting would meet the standards as prescribed in the Mitigation Measure 
must be submitted with the application.  

c. Required operational standards.  

☐ For sites using groundwater, groundwater level and total quantity of water pumped 
must be recorded monthly and reported annually. Groundwater metering, groundwater 
level monitoring, reporting, maintenance, and meter calibration must be conducted in 
accordance with Policy and Procedure 8-1-3 and Mitigation Measure 3.10-2b. 

Proof of enrollment in Permit Sonoma’s Water Resources Monitoring program, 
or a complete Water Resources Monitoring application form (PJR-147) shall be submitted 
with application materials.   

An easement is required to be recorded to provide Sonoma County personnel 
access to any on-site water well or other water source serving this project and any 
required monitoring well or water meter to collect groundwater level measurements and 
water meter readings. Access must be granted Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Please submit the easement document provided by Permit Sonoma, signed and 
notarized with the application. Permit Sonoma will record the easement on the 
applicant’s behalf. 

☐  Weed Blocking Material. If used, weed blocking materials must be composed of non-
reflective and non-plastic materials.  Describe how the project will comply with this 
standard. 

☐ Hoop House. If a hoop house is visible from a public vantage point, any covering used 
must be non-reflective consistent with Mitigation Measure 3.1-1. If applicable, describe 
how the project will comply with this standard. 

☐ Defensible Space. All buildings used in the cannabis operation must meet defensible 
space requirements as outlined in Mitigation Measure 3.17-1b. If applicable, describe 
how the project will comply with this standard. 

4. Protection of Tribal Cultural Resources. The application will be referred to the Northwest 
Information Center and local tribes. The application cannot be approved if the project will 

https://sonomacounty.gov/natural-resources/agriculture-weights-and-measures/divisions/agricultural-division/ordinances-and-best-management-practices/best-management-practices-cannabis-cultivation
https://www.permitsonoma.com/policiesandprocedures/8-1-3groundwatermonitoringguidelinesforwaterwells
https://permitsonoma.org/Microsites/Permit%20Sonoma/Documents/Instructions%20and%20Forms/_PJR%20Project%20Review/PJR-147-Water-Resources-Monitoring-Application.pdf


5 
 

impact a known resource identified by the Northwest Information Center or a local tribe as 
outlined in Mitigation Measure 3.15-1a. If requested by a local tribe during the referral 
process, the applicant will be required to retain a tribal cultural monitor, at the applicant’s 
own cost, during crop removal and initial ground-disturbing replanting activities. The 
retention of a tribal cultural monitor must be demonstrated through the submittal of an 
executed monitoring agreement prior to permit approval.  

☐  The applicant must attest that they do not know of or have reason to believe that an 
archeological tribal cultural resource is present within the cannabis premise. Please 
submit such a statement. 

☐ The applicant must provide search results from the Sacred Lands Inventory maintained 
by the Native American Heritage Commission. The application cannot be approved if the 
search returns a positive result demonstrating that the project will impact a known 
archeological or tribal cultural resource. 

5. ☐  Photographs, including aerials, of the proposed development site, if available.  

6. ☐  Site plan. Preparation of the site plan by a professional draftsperson, architect, or engineer 
is strongly recommended.  Due to eligibility requirements of crop swap applications, both an 
existing site plan and a proposed site plan are required.  

All Site plans shall meet the Minimum Site Plan Requirements for Planning Applications (PJR-
129) and include the following (if applicable):  

☐  Setbacks (see SCC Sec.26-18-125 (C)(4)(c)), show the following setbacks measured 
from the nearest edge of the cannabis premises: 

☐  Property line setbacks 

 ☐  Residential Land Use Setback   

☐ Offsite Residential & Agricultural Use Setback (Common Ownership Waiver) 

☐  Incorporated City Setback    

☐  Sensitive Use Setbacks    

☐ Common Ownership Setback Waiver. If a common ownership waiver is 
requested for the offsite residential or agricultural use setback, submit ownership 
documents (i.e., deed or title report) for each property that clearly demonstrate 
ownership title is held in the same name. 

☐ Restrooms (Portable or fixed ADA). Technical Bulletin B-46 provides information 
regarding the permitting requirements for proper handling of domestic waste related to 
various types of cannabis operations.  

☐  Existing Agricultural Use. Show the land area the existing agricultural use occupies, and 
the area proposed to be replaced with cannabis cultivation.  

☐  Existing Structures. Show all existing structures, clearly labeled with the proposed use 
(if to be used in the operation) or the existing use to be maintained (if not to be used in 
the operation).  

☐  Identify existing roads, parking areas, or hard-packed surfaces.  

☐  Cultivation canopy to flower.  

https://permitsonoma.org/instructionsandforms/pjr-129siteplanrequirementsforplanningapplications
https://permitsonoma.org/instructionsandforms/pjr-129siteplanrequirementsforplanningapplications
https://permitsonoma.org/divisions/engineeringandconstruction/building/technicalbulletins/b-462020cannabiscultivationandrestrooms
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☐  Wholesale Nursery (non-flowering plant materials and seeds). 

☐  Propagation area(s) (non-flowering plant material for on-site use).  

☐  Research and Development (R&D) area(s) (for research and development of cannabis, 
strains, and cultivars for on-site use). 

☐ Area(s) and structures where pesticides and other agricultural chemicals, fuels, or 
other hazardous materials will be stored. 

☐  Areas where composting of green waste will occur. 

☐  Holding area for cannabis scheduled for destruction.  

☐  Area(s) and structures where cannabis will be processed. 

☐  Area(s) for non-compostable refuse. 

☐  Area(s) where harvested cannabis will be stored. 

☐  New fencing (if proposed, not required). The following fencing materials are prohibited 
within County-designated scenic landscapes, scenic corridors, and community separators: 
solid fencing including wood, masonry, and chain link covered with privacy cloth. If new 
fencing is used in support of the cannabis operation, demonstrate consistency with 
Mitigation Measure 3.4-6a, which includes standards for wildlife-friendly fencing.  

☐  Locations and sizes of existing or proposed water tanks/storage for irrigation. 

7. ☐ Filing fee – see the current Permit Sonoma Project Review Fee Schedule. 

 
APPLICANTS PROVIDING FALSE OR MISLEADING INFORMATION IN THE PERMITTING PROCESS WILL 

RESULT IN REJECTION OF THE APPLICATION OR NULLIFICATION OR REVOCATION OF ANY ISSUED 
PERMIT. 

  

https://permitsonoma.org/permitservices/permitguidelinesanddocuments/feeschedules
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Supplemental Application – Crop Swap  

Water Use  

Estimated water use in gallons for each month separated by source of water:  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

Municipal

Recycled

Surface 

Groundwater

Total  
Water source (check all that apply): 

☐  Municipal source (Must attach documentation.) 

☐ Recycled water (Must attach documentation of source and permitted storage facility.) 

☐  Surface water (Must attach documentation of water rights.) 

☐  Well water / Groundwater Zone:           

If using groundwater on any parcel, is the well located in a high or medium priority basin as defined by the 

State Department of Water Resources?    ☐  Yes    ☐ No 

If using groundwater, attach: 

(1) A study prepared by a qualified professional to demonstrate no net increase in groundwater use 
for all agricultural operations on the parcel. Net zero must be achieved both annually and during 
the dry season (May 1 – October 31).  

(2) Signed and notarized easement allowing access to Sonoma County personnel, which the County 
will record on your behalf (the fillable easement template can be found on the Permit Sonoma 
Cannabis Permit webpage), and  

(3) A complete Water Resources Monitoring application form (PJR-147).    
 

Is the project well equipped with a meter and sounding tube or other water level sounding device? 

☐  Yes     ☐  No      

 If yes, describe:             

 
Describe your wastewater management plan (how will you manage storm and wastewater to prevent the 
movement of nutrients, sediment, and other contaminants either on site or sanitary sewer):  
 

 
 
  

 

https://permitsonoma.org/instructionsandforms/cannabisprogram
https://permitsonoma.org/Microsites/Permit%20Sonoma/Documents/Instructions%20and%20Forms/_PJR%20Project%20Review/PJR-147-Water-Resources-Monitoring-Application.pdf
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Supplemental Application – Crop Swap 
Trip Generation  
 
For Crop Swap applications, additional employees are limited to two (Sec. 26-18-125(C)(4)(h)(7)). Total 
additional trip generation is limited to 10 average daily trips (ADT). Include the total number of existing 
employees (year-round and seasonal) used for the current crop cultivation and any additional 
employees (year-round and seasonal) proposed by this application.  

Please note: ADT means Average Daily Trips. For purposes of this form, each employee generates three 
(3) trips (ADT). For trips not associated with employees, such as but not limited to delivery trips, provide 
traffic generation information in one-way trips. This means that a single round trip is counted as two (2) 
trips (ADT) i.e., a vehicle driving to the property is counted as one trip. The same vehicle leaving the site 
is counted as a second trip.  

Attach pages as necessary to more fully describe any of the items or circumstances below.  

Item Description 
Existing  

year-round  
ADT 

Existing  
seasonal  

ADT 

Proposed  
year- round  

ADT 

Proposed  
seasonal  

ADT 
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Agricultural production  
(_____employees X 3  =  _____ 
ADT) 

        

Other staff (list employee 
positions): 

        

 
 

        

         

         

Totals         

 
Item Description Existing Proposed 

Deliveries 

Truck loads per year:  

Dates of activity (if seasonal) 

Vehicle type(s):  

 

  

Cannabis transportation to distributor /sales  

Truck loads per year:  

Dates of activity (if seasonal) 

Vehicle type(s):   

  

Totals   
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Mitigation Measures, Cannabis Programmatic EIR 
 
The following Mitigation Measures from the Cannabis Programmatic EIR apply to application submittal 
requirements. The complete text of each measure referenced in the above checklist is provided below.  
 
Mitigation Measure 3.1-1 (ZPC, DRH, UPC): Implement Additional Measures to Protect Scenic Resources 

 If a hoop house is visible from a public vantage point, any covering must be non-reflective. 
 Weed block materials shall be made of non-reflective and non-plastic materials. 
 Installation of solid fencing, such as wood, masonry, and chain link covered with privacy cloth, is 

prohibited within County-designated scenic landscapes, scenic corridors, and community separators. 
 
Mitigation Measure 3.1-4b (ZPC, UPC, DRH): Implement New Light and Glare Requirements 
The following mitigation measures would be imposed through the zoning permit, use permit, and design review 
with hearing processes: 

 A lighting plan must be submitted for new cannabis uses that are subject to a use permit or design review 
with hearing. The lighting plan must demonstrate compliance with the following standards. 

 Lighting Standards. 
 All exterior lighting shall be “Dark-sky” compliant and fully shielded to avoid nighttime light 

pollution per guidance provided by the International Dark Sky Association (www.darksky.org). 
 Lighting shall be fully shielded to prevent nighttime light pollution. 
 Lighting shall be downward facing, located at the lowest possible point to the ground to prevent 

spill over onto adjacent properties, glare, nighttime light pollution and unnecessary glow in the 
night sky. 

 Light fixtures shall not be located at the periphery of the property and shall not reflect off 
structures. Security lighting shall be put on motion sensors. 

 Uplights are not permitted; flood lights are permitted only for temporary use in fields during 
harvest. 

 Signs that emit light are prohibited and lights used to illuminate signs shall be shielded to prevent 
light spill beyond the sign and not exceed a total light output of 1000 lumens. 

 Light fixtures emitting over 1000 lumens are prohibited except where needed for agriculture, 
commercial fishing, and first responders. 

 Total illuminance created by artificial lighting, shall not exceed 1.0 lux at the property line. Color 
temperature of exterior light sources shall be 3000 Kelvin or lower. 

 Glare Standards.  
 All glass used on building exteriors must have a visible light reflectance of no more than 15%. 
 Glass with a visible light reflectance greater than 10% must incorporate glare mitigation 

strategies, including but not limited to exterior shading devices or non-reflective coatings. 
 Certification from the glass manufacturer verifying compliance with reflectance limits must be 

provided with the building permit application. 
 Reflectance data and specifications for all exterior glass must be included in the permit 

documentation. 
 
Mitigation Measure 3.3-4a: Implement Additional Measures to Minimize Odors from Cultivation and Handling of 
Harvested Cannabis 

 A structure containing cannabis must be equipped with a filtration and ventilation system to control 
odors, humidity, and mold, except for structures containing only prepackaged cannabis products. The air 
filtration system shall be sufficient to prevent internal odors from being emitted externally and must rely 
on activated carbon filtration, negative ion generation, ozone generation, or other odor control 
mechanisms demonstrated to achieve the same odor reductions so that odors are not detectable outside 
the structure. 

 
Mitigation Measure 3.4-6a (ZPC): Utilize Wildlife-Friendly Building and Fencing Designs 
Wildlife-friendly fencing designs shall be incorporated into projects located within a Habitat Connectivity Corridor 
mapped by the Sonoma County General Plan or a priority wildlife habitat or movement area mapped by the 
Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Vital Lands Initiative, or Conservation Lands Network. This design shall be based 
on the following standards:  

http://www.darksky.org/
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 To avoid impacts on wildlife, monofilament plastic netting, which is commonly used as trellising on 
cannabis plants, shall be taken down immediately after plants are harvested and disposed of properly.  

 Fencing associated with the Program update including processing and ancillary activities will utilize 
wildlife-friendly fencing designed to minimize the risk of entanglement, entrapment, or impalement of 
wildlife. The fencing design shall meet the minimum following standards: 

 Minimize the chance of wildlife entanglement by not using barbed wire, loose or broken wires, or 
any material that could impale, snag, or entrap a leaping animal (e.g., wrought iron fencing with 
spikes).  

 Allow wildlife to jump over easily without injury. Typically, fences should be no more than 40 
inches high on flat ground to allow adult deer to jump over. If fencing is required to be greater 
than 40 inches high for security or logistical purposes, then the fencing shall be high enough to 
deter wildlife from attempting to jump over (i.e., greater than 8 feet tall). 

 Hollow posts and pipes shall be capped, and metal fence stakes used in the project shall be 
plugged with bolts or other plugging materials. 

 Allow smaller wildlife to pass under easily without injury or entrapment by ensuring that fencing 
material is not installed directly touching the earth. 

 
Mitigation Measure 3.10-2b (ZPC): Implement Groundwater Monitoring 
Sonoma County shall require the following mitigation measures for cannabis project applications subject to zoning 
permit.  

 Net zero must be achieved both annually and during the dry season from May 1 – October 31.  
 Groundwater Metering and Monitoring. An easement shall be recorded to provide Sonoma County 

personnel access to any on-site water well serving the proposed use and any required monitoring well to 
collect water meter readings and groundwater level measurements. Access shall be granted for this 
purpose Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. All easement language is subject to review 
and approval by Permit Sonoma and County Counsel prior to recordation. Groundwater level and total 
quantity of water pumped shall be recorded monthly and reported annually. Groundwater metering, 
groundwater level monitoring, reporting, maintenance, and meter calibration shall be conducted in 
accordance with Policy and Procedure 8-1-3.  

 If groundwater extraction exceeds net zero production during the dry season (i.e., May 1 through October 
31) or annually, the facility operators, in conjunction with the County, shall develop and implement 
adaptive management measures to reduce groundwater extraction to permitted levels. Adaptive 
management measures may include forbearance (e.g., prohibition of groundwater extraction from the 
months of April 1 to October 31, consistent with SWRCB Cannabis Policy under Order WQ 2023-0102-
DWQ for surface water diversions), water conservation measures, reductions in on-site cannabis 
cultivation area, alteration of the groundwater pumping schedule, or other measures determined 
appropriate.   

 A maximum of 100,000 gallons of new tank storage is allowed. 
 

Mitigation Measure 3.15-1a (ZPC): Protection of Tribal Cultural Resources for Permitted Uses 
 The applicant must attest that they do not know of or have reason to believe that an archaeological tribal 

cultural resource is present within the cannabis premises.  
 The applicant must provide search results from the Sacred Lands Inventory maintained by the Native 

American Heritage Commission. The application cannot be approved if the search returns a positive result 
demonstrating that the project will impact a known archeological or tribal cultural resource.  

 A referral must be sent to the Northwest Information Center. The application cannot be approved if the 
project will impact a known archaeological resource identified by the Northwest Information Center. A 
referral must be sent to the local tribes. The application cannot be approved if the project will affect a 
known tribal cultural resource as identified by a local tribe. Documentation must be provided by a local 
tribe to support a finding that a tribal cultural resource is present. The County must maintain the 
confidentiality of supporting documentation in accordance with California Government Code Sections 
7927.000 and 7927.005.  

 If requested by a local tribe, the applicant must retain a tribal cultural monitor, at the applicant’s own 
cost, during crop removal and initial ground disturbing replanting activities. The retention of a tribal 
cultural monitor must be demonstrated through the submittal of an executed monitoring agreement prior 
to permit approval. 
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Mitigation Measure 3.17-1a (UPC, DRH, and ZPC): Limitation of Use Types in Very High Fire Hazard Severity 
Zones 
The following requirements shall be included as new performance standards in the County Cannabis Code for all 
parcels supporting a cannabis use within the Very High FHSZs in SRA or VHFHSZ in LRA. 

 Only outdoor cultivation and accessory processing are allowed. 
 Accessory processing activities conducted within structures are limited to storage, drying, and curing of 

cannabis. 
 Defensible space and building hardening are required, consistent with the requirements set forth under 

Mitigation Measures 3.17-1b and 3.17-1c. 
 No new extension of electricity power lines is allowed. 

 
Mitigation Measure 3.17-1b (ZPC, UPC and DRH): Require All Structures to Meet Defensible Space 
The following requirements shall be included as conditions of approval for issuance of a use permit or approval 
under the design review with hearing processes. 
All structures irrespective of occupancy type shall meet the defensible space standards outlined below: 

 0 to 5 feet from a structure: 
 Only hardscape materials (e.g., gravel, pavers, concrete) 
 No dead or dying plants, weeds, or debris on roof, gutter, deck, porch stairways, or under structure 
 Remove all branches within 10 feet of any chimney or stovepipe outlet. 
 No combustible outdoor furniture or planters within decks or attached patios 
 No stockpiling of firewood or lumber 
 No attached fencing, gates, or arbors constructed with combustible materials 

 5-30 feet from a structure: 
 Remove all dead plants, grass, and weeds 
 Remove all dead or dry leaves 
 Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum of 10 feet from other trees 

 30-100 feet from a structure: 
 Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of four inches. 
 Create horizontal space between shrubs and trees. 
 Create vertical space between grass, shrubs and trees. 
 Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs, bark, cones, and small branches greater than a depth of three 

inches. 
 Keep 10 feet of clearance around exposed wood piles, down to bare mineral soil, in all directions. 
 Clear areas around outbuildings and propane tanks. Keep 10 feet of clearance to bare mineral soil 

and no flammable vegetation for an additional 10 feet around their exterior. 
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